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Summer 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 

Covid may not have disappeared completely – and 

probably never will – but we are all trying to get on 

with our lives again –       enjoying less restrictions 

and being able to resume the activities we enjoyed 

prior to our two years of intermittent lockdowns.  How our Botanic Gardens, Parks and our own 

personal green spaces have helped us through these last few years.  It is such a delight to hear 

of ‘live’ events taking place again, including tours and plant sales. This newsletter certainly   

contains so much positivity – the enthusiasm is infectious! As we come out of these difficult 

times, when you read about the projects which have been completed and others that are about 

to commence, it should  fill us all with hope for the future of our gardens.  

So the Forum was able to hold its second ever ‘live’ meeting at Birmingham Botanic Garden on 

14th May, attended by 8 at the garden, and 6 on zoom.  I was so grateful to Caroline , Wayne 

and the staff at the BBG for giving us such a terrific welcome.  I feel sure that there will be 

Friends of Botanic Gardens’ groups queuing to book tours at the Garden. We all wish you well 

with your grant applications to refurbish your amazing glasshouses.   And I am delighted to see 

evidence of networking in action—with Leicester Friends visiting Bristol Botanic Gardens and 

reciprocal arrangements now in place between Bristol and Ness. 

With AGMs taking place in April and May, we have seen a number of representatives standing 

down from their groups and new faces appearing.  Rosemary Stewart (Ventnor Botanic Garden) 

has retired from their Friends group after approximately 26 years, and Kevin Mathews 

(Cruickshank Botanic Garden) has moved south.  Both have been very supportive of the Forum – 

Kevin was involved at the very early meetings in Scotland as we considered the concept of a 

Friends’ Forum and indeed, he produced our ‘logo’ - so very grateful for that contribution.    

Rosemary writes about her time with the Friends of Ventnor Botanic Garden.   And you will also 

be able to meet the new representatives from these Botanic Gardens in this newsletter.   

In Edinburgh, visitor numbers are going up again, as more overseas tourists arrive.  This is         

reflected in increased visitors to the garden.  Volunteers are gradually been re-introduced to  

outside work in the garden, though numbers have decreased, and recruitment will take place in 

the autumn.  Garden Guides have been leading tours since February.  Work is about to restart 

on the Biome project, commencing with the refurbishment of the Victorian glasshouses.   

Our next meeting will focus on the Constitution.  I am hopeful that we will be able to agree to a 

formal arrangement to take us into the future.  I also hope that we might be able to recruit a 

few new members over the coming year.   

Enjoy the summer! 

Best wishes 

Shiona   

Photo: Meconopsis ‘Slieve Donard’ - Shiona Mackie 

Frontpiece: Birmingham Botanic Garden—Shiona Mackie 
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Congratulations Brian Atkinson, 

Chair of Friends of Glasgow Botanic Garden! 

 

The Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society (The Caley) held its 
AGM on March.  Because of Covid restrictions, it was a  virtual 
event.  Every year following the AGM, a series of awards are 
made to individuals who have excelled in the many aspects of 
horticulture in Scotland.  One of the awards—the Certificate of 
Merit—is awarded for a range of service to gardening or    
horticulture.  Brian was nominated for this award and was   
given his certificate by the President of the Caley, Colin     
Ainsworth, at the Spring Flower Show at Saughton Park  on 
3rd April 2022. 

Brian became Head of Landscape with Glasgow City Parks   
Department in 1980. He subsequently led on Environment 
Management, being responsible for landscape projects in the 
Glasgow City Council Parks and Recreation Department.      
Following his retirement, Brian joined the committee of the 
Friends of Glasgow Botanic Gardens in 2003 and has worked 
tirelessly for them since that time. Brian became Chair of the 
Friends in May 2009 and has played a key role in raising funds 
for numerous projects both large and small.  

Brian was also involved with the Incorporation of Gardeners of Glasgow, one of the Incorporated 
Trades in Glasgow Trades House. It has its origin in an early 17th Century Trade Guild regulating 
the trade in garden produce, although it is now largely a charitable body giving grants to     
members who have fallen on hard times. Brian served on the Master Court for a number of years 
where his links with the horticultural and gardening worlds were appreciated and useful. 

In recent years, Brian has been involved with the setting up of the Friends of Glasgow Parks 
group, drawing on his experience with other organisations. He has also been a supporter and 
contributor to the establishment of a Friends of Botanic Gardens Forum – which now has a   
membership of 21 groups from Botanic Gardens/Arboreta through the UK and Northern Ireland.  

Photo: Spring Show, Saughton Park—Shiona Mackie 

A celebration of almost thirty years supporting  

the Friends of  Ventnor Botanic Garden 

( I asked Rosemary before she stood down from the Friends’ Committee if she would provide an article about how 

she came to be involved with the Botanic Garden, and how that relationship has evolved over many years.  So here 

is her article and thank you Rosemary!) 

In 1996 my children had gone and I needed to find another interest.  By chance I saw an ad in 
our local paper asking for volunteers to help at Ventnor Botanic Garden once a week.  So I joined 
a small group of people eager to pull on their boots and help take care of the plants in this   
special place.  Its 22 acres lie in a unique position at the foot of high downs above the town, 
snuggled on a sheltered cliff above the sea. n 1986, Simon Goodenough had been appointed 
from Kew to be the Curator of this developing garden in the grounds of the old Royal Hospital 
for Diseases of the Chest.  The buildings had been demolished in 1969 and Sir Harold Hillier had 
been providing advice and encouragement to the local Council with suggestions of suitable trees 
and shrubs for this warm and sheltered site.  The Garden was opened as a public park by The Earl 
Mountbatten in 1972.  Keith Brewer, one of the first members of staff at that time is now a top 
National sweet pea judge!  
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Simon’s plans for the future were opened up by the Great Storm of 1987 which allowed him to 
design the land into world areas so there was lots to be done.  We volunteers were supervised 
by Simon’s wife Deb.  She eventually finished her career as the Head Gardener for the Prince of 
Wales so we were certainly in good hands!  She was an inspired teacher and would enthrall us 
with the wonder of the plants and all the different types of seeds we were gathering in the      
autumn.   

I joined the enthusiastic Friends’ Society and soon became Secretary.  So much was needed and 
there was a limited budget so money raising was the priority.  Coffee mornings, workshops, 
mainland visits and guest speakers all helped.  Meanwhile we were working hard helping the 
staff - weeding, planting, potting up, sweeping leaves and pulling bindweed ... We cleaned and 
packeted seeds for sale, with 10 packets free for all members of the Friends - incredible now, 
looking back! We became a Charity.  Deb left for Osborne and Highgrove.  Along came Kew-
trained Chris Kidd as Head Gardener with a new enthusiasm and the Temperate House was 
turned into a Tropical House featuring a lily pond destined to grow the Victoria Amazonica lily 
and tropical plants.   

We applied for grants to fund big new   
projects.  An area with a sloping bank and 
sheltered valley became the colourful South 
African terraces and the Australian garden 
was enhanced with tree ferns and            
eucalyptus trees.  We funded an Arid     
Garden for new palms with Agave, Puya, 
Aloe polyphylla, cactus etc.  All this was  
dramatic enough to be able to ask Charles 
and Camilla to come and open it in 2009. 
Besides these we were able to help out with 
a radical new design of the Mediterranean 
Garden with liberal plantings of Echium 
pininana, Cistus, etc.  Our cliff top   Hop 
Garden still gives us a tasty lager. We      
organised celebrations and made many 
friends but in 2012, the funds for the IW 

Council were under scrutiny and it sadly became necessary for them to hand over the              
responsibility to a CIC, directed by an American businessman.  Simon moved on to be Curator of 
the NBG of Wales but Chris stayed, becoming Curator.  His detailed knowledge of the Garden is 
invaluable.  Staff numbers were cut.  The Friends remained firmly determined to help out as  
necessary and volunteers are valued.  We sponsored apprentices who have done exceptionally 
well in their careers.  Sadly at Lockdown the gardeners were put on furlough and it has been a 
struggle to keep up some standards. I retired as Secretary in 2017 but remain on the Committee. 
I have had to give up the physical gardening but now enjoy being one of the Seed Ladies who 
clean and packet seeds for sale.  My archive of photos over the years is proving popular just now 
as VBG celebrates its 50th Birthday.  

VBG became a very important part of my life but there was still time to do my own garden.  Both 
my sons live in Edinburgh and my husband grew up there so it is a very important place for me.  
I have enjoyed following the changes at RBGE over the years since 1966 and had fun taking my 
grandchildren there to romp. It has been a pleasure to be part of the Forum and to learn about 
the problems and successes of all the members. I am happy to hand over to Val Pitts and shall 
be really interested in how it all develops into an important group, maybe supporting botanic 
gardens all over the world!  

Rosemary Stewart 

PHOTO: Standing beside the old olive tree I donated to the Garden in remembrance of my    
husband, Dr Gordon Stewart.  
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Introducing new representatives from Friends of Ventnor Botanic Gar-

den and the Cruickshank Botanic Garden, University of Aberdeen 

Following a childhood passion – I loved ‘The Nature 

Table’ and the ‘Nature Walks’ above all else and had 

a huge pressed flower collection - I read Botany at 

the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and then 

taught for a while in Further Education.  Later I      

became a qualified librarian and Botany took a back 

seat but, retiring to the Isle of Wight with my     

Ventnor-bred husband, I naturally gravitated to the 

Botanic Garden and rapidly fell under its spell. I have 

been Membership Secretary and am now Chairman 

of the Friends’ Society and also volunteer at the  

Garden.  I am delighted to take over from Rosemary 

as our representative on the Forum now that she 

needs to cut back on her responsibilities, but I am 

pleased to report that she remains a treasured  

member of our executive and her extensive archive 

of photographs and memories are an invaluable   

resource.  
Val Pitts 

Julie Young 

A gardener for 40 years, whose interest became a 
passion and now borders on an obsession. First it 
was new houses full of builders’s rubble in UK, 
then a huge garden in the mediterranean climate 
of Cape Town. My love of flying led me to become 
a commercial helicopter pilot in the early 80’s, 
which I then pursued until retirement. A posting 
with my company to the Falklands in 1987 started 
a new chapter. My husband and I flew many times 
over the only house outside Stanley which had 
trees, hedges and a garden. We returned to UK in 
1999 and bought a house outside Aberdeen with 8 
acres and an overgrown garden which we have 
now transformed. Sadly our Falklands dream home 
became very neglected due to the illness of the 
owner, so when we had the chance to buy it over 
the phone in 2006 the flower garden was a “dig it 
up and start again" situation. We split our time  
between Aberdeen and the Falklands for many 
years, but sold up there in December 2021. I learned that 
gardening in the Falklands makes doing the same in the NE 
of Scotland a piece of cake. Poor soil, howling gales and  
never enough summer rain are a trying combination (no 
mains water!). I joined the FCBG in 2008, but only became a 
committee member in 2019 when they were in danger of not 
having enough members for a quorum. I took over as   
Treasurer and Membership Secretary in 2022. 
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Birmingham Botanical Gardens 

 

On Saturday 14
th

 May 2022, Birmingham Botanical Gardens (BBG) were delighted to host the 
Friends of Botanic Gardens Forum. Some of you were able to join us in person and others on 
Zoom – a feat that was well mastered by Shiona! Those that drove overcame the intricacies of the 
Birmingham road network and clean air zone charging system! 

Following coffee and biscuits the meeting started at 11.00 am with a full agenda covering a wide 
range of subjects, the minutes of which Shiona has circulated. Wayne Williams, Head Gardener, 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens joined us for lunch at 1.00 pm prior to giving us a tour at 2.00 pm. 

We were blessed with the most gorgeous blue skies and sunshine showing the Gardens at their 
best. Particularly spectacular were the rhododendrons which were out in full bloom and the    
Bonsai collection. The Gardens hold a National Collection which is run by Friends of National 
Bonsai Collection and was featured in the TV coverage of the Chelsea Flower Show on Thursday 
26

th
 May. (The stand was awarded a Gold Medal).  

Whilst on our tour, Wayne recounted some of the history of the Gardens. BBG is a survivor of  
early 19

th
 Century scientific botanic gardens set up with public subscriptions in the UK’s growing 

major cities. The gardens were designed and created by JC Loudon and based on his original 
scheme; the Palm House and bandstand were designed by FB Osborn and built in the early 
1870’s. Glass in the Palm House was bought from the local Chance Brothers, suppliers of glass to 
the Crystal Palace at the Great Exhibition of 1851! Sadly, the glasshouses are in much need of   
repair and we are in the process of fundraising to enable us to do this. The Gardens have a 
unique plant Dicksonia x lathamii fern raised by ex-curator W. B. Latham over a hundred years 
ago. 

 

Our day concluded with having our photograph taken before making our way home. 

 

Caroline Clutton-Brock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos: Shiona Mackie 
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University of Dundee Botanic Garden 
 
The ‘new’ curator, Kevin Frediani, has now been in post for nearly three years, but these have 
been trying years for all gardens, with Dundee suffering closures, tree damage from recent 
storms, and staff depletion from retirements and unexpected illness. However, things are now 
springing back to life with new members of staff and programmes of work, both educational and 
physical. 
 
A recent appointment is Dr. Liz Lakin as Head of Living Lab and Education with the remit to      
develop the living lab concept and align research and teaching to the University mission while 
restructuring education and interpretation in the garden through a series of interlinked PhD’s 
within the theme ‘education for sustainability’. 
 
There are several focussed schools’ programmes running: 
 
The Scottish Daffodil Project where 9 schools are working in parallel to obtain genetic data 
from samples of various daffodils, extracting DNA from their leaves and using high throughput 
DNA sequencing in the classroom before assembling the chloroplast's genome. The significance 
of this research lies in the education and training of the next generation of plant scientists and 
botanical horticulturalists. More details can be found at: https://www.dundee.ac.uk/botanic/
educate/scottish-daffodil-project/ 
 
The 'Rewilding Dundee' project, launched in March 2021, and designed to build upon the    
nascent urban nature reserve movement ‘one garden and its post code at a time’. The project 
aims are simple, to help share community commitment to wildlife friendly gardening and map it 
in a way that shows how our landscape can be joined up to better work for wildlife as an          
interconnected urban nature reserve. More details can be found at: https://www.dundee.ac.uk/
botanic/educate/rewilding-dundee/ 

Our general schools programme this year has increased its activity significantly with weekly   
bookings; and benefitting from an ‘active travel’ educational school package with Ancrum       
outdoor activity centre based just outside Dundee. More details can be found at: https://
www.ancrum.com/ 

The Garden is still pre-occupied in clean-up operations from the three major storms over the  
winter period with nearly 50-60 trees either felled 
or requiring major safety work. This work is now 
approaching completion. 
 
Finally, we have now had the soft opening of our 
Green Gallery building, situated at the new      
viewpoint looking out over the river Tay. A more 
formal opening will take place in the autumn. We 
expect this facility to get considerable use over the 
coming years and introduce more members of all 
our communities to what the Garden has to offer. 
 
The Green Gallery, its setting and view over the 
river Tay with the rail bridge in the background. 
The building and environment are close to com-
pletion. 
 
Mark McGilchrist 
 
Friends: http://fudbg.blogspot.com/ 
Garden: https://www.dundee.ac.uk/botanic/educate/ 

https://www.dundee.ac.uk/botanic/educate/scottish-daffodil-project/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/botanic/educate/scottish-daffodil-project/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/botanic/educate/rewilding-dundee/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/botanic/educate/rewilding-dundee/
https://www.ancrum.com/
https://www.ancrum.com/
http://fudbg.blogspot.com/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/botanic/educate/
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Ness Botanic Garden 

At Ness Botanic Gardens, Members have recently received our quarterly magazine, The Gentian, 

and this summer edition contained plenty of information about projects around the gardens.  

The editor, Fiona Harrison, summed it up in her welcome:  “The Gardens have seen substantial 

maintenance work over the first half of the year and (are) now moving into that satisfying phase 

of new planting and regrowth…Ness has taken the brave decision to refresh the Herbaceous  

Border and the Rhododendron border…Nick Lightfoot (Garden and Collections Manager)        

explains the development of herbaceous borders in horticulture and the various forms these 

have taken at Ness.  The replanting of the border is finally beginning with perennials from North 

America but it will be a few years before the planting matures to fill out the beds and we can   

fully appreciate all the hard work that has gone into this project.” 

Extracted from Nick Lightfoot’s article “The Herbaceous Border at Ness”, Members learnt more 

about the origins of the herbaceous border at Ness: “Arthur Bulley (1861-1942) began to         

develop his gardens at Ness in 1898. When local people talked about ‘Bulley’s Gardens’ they 

were referring to three separately enclosed spaces, each about an acre in size and linked by a 

public path. One of these was the herbaceous garden, located in the area of the current         

herbaceous border and adjacent lawn.  Brenda McLean noted (in her book ‘A Pioneering    

Plantsman: A. K. Bulley and the Great Plant Hunters’) 

the herbaceous garden was already well-stocked by 

1900, three years after Bulley’s purchase of Ness:  

‘As an Edwardian flower garden, Bulley’s herbaceous 

garden must have been hard to beat. Located on 

the most suitable, deep-silt soil… an acre of a field 

was transformed… along one side of the garden was 

an azalea border, backed by a hornbeam hedge… at 

one end of the garden was a bright display of   

dahlias, and an area of rose beds of gentler hues. At 

the opposite end an iron trellis was covered in 

Clematis montana.  Otherwise four monthly flower borders were Bulley’s pride and joy. The May 

border was over 60m long, on one side of the garden, while the June, July and August borders 

were across the garden’ with cinder paths and backed by tamarisk hedges.’ Changes come to 

Ness - in 1958 Ken Hulme removed Bulley’s seasonal beds and replaced them with the one long 

herbaceous border that we still have today…more recent development (2006 – 2007) has         

focused on further reducing maintenance, with the removal of the sweet peas on posts and   

other plants requiring staking…summer 2022 will see the first section replanted with herbaceous 

perennials from North America including such familiar plants as Rudbeckia and Echinacea…a 

challenging plan (will) take shape over the next few years – a significant change of heart in the 

choice of plants reflecting the role of the botanical garden to preserve endangered wild species.” 

Also noted in the editor’s welcome, “another positive indicator that life (and work!) are returning 

to normal is the re-introduction of Coach Trips for members”. From July, Members will once 

again be able to enjoy a varied and inspiring programme of coach trips – these had been put on 

hold since 2019, but this year there are trips to Trentham Gardens, Southport Flower Show,   

Castle Howard and the Yorkshire Arboretum, RHS Bridgewater and Chatsworth and its Christmas 

Market!  Our final piece of exciting news which we passed on to Members in the summer      

Gentian, is that from June 2022 we have added the University of Bristol Botanic Garden to our list 

of partner gardens.  We are very pleased to be able to offer a reciprocal visiting arrangement for 

our Members, and the Friends of Bristol Botanic Gardens. 

Andrea Harman, Ness Botanic Garden Membership Office 
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Friends of Benmore (RBGE) Botanic Garden 

 

Activity from the Friends group at Benmore is gradually resuming now that Covid restrictions in 

Scotland have relaxed considerably. The AGM was held on line in April, but hopefully future 

meetings will all be back in the Gallery with the convivial atmosphere which is created in that 

space along with the home baking provided by the committee. The Courtyard area was           

renovated from August 1986 to January 1988 and the restoration won a Civic Trust Award in 

1990. The ‘Benmore Courtyard Gallery’ was converted in early 2000 from its previous use as a saw 

mill.  The result was a very attractive space on two levels. This is successfully used for exhibitions, 

lectures, workshops and music recitals. The committee meet in the Gallery and continue to use it 

for winter meetings for members and other guests, afternoon teas, jazz evenings and Christmas 

parties. 

The committee therefore are delighted to be planning a series of talks and events into Spring of 

next year and are looking forward to welcoming members back. By the time this newsletter 

comes out there will have been an afternoon to celebrate the restoration of ‘Puck’ to his rightful 

spot atop ‘Puck’s Hut’ in the walled garden. David Gray, a senior 

horticulturalist at Benmore has written a book (‘Cherished Plan, 

the story of Puck’s Hut at Benmore’ – obtainable from RBGE) about 

the history of Puck’s Hut and its links with the history of Benmore 

and the beginnings of the Forestry Commission in Scotland.     

David will lead a walk to the original site of the Hut in Puck’s Glen 

before giving a talk about its history at the present site within the 

walled garden. The carving of ‘Puck’ had been badly weathered 

over the years and a new Puck has been carved by local       

craftsman, Guy Elder, who has been responsible for many of the 

impressive structures at Benmore. 

Meanwhile the Friends’ Committee will have held their annual 

Plant Sale at the end of May. This sale is of bedding plants 

brought on from plug plants by a dedicated of committee mem-

bers and other helpers using the facility of the one remaining 

glasshouse in the corner of the walled garden dating from the late 19
th

 century. At one time vast 

glasshouses were on three sides of the walled garden and there was also a large glazed ‘Winter 

Garden’. These structures fell into disrepair following the First World War and were finally         

destroyed in the 1968 storms. In earlier years of our plant sale, members were able to donate 

their own plants for sale but due to concerns about the numbers of pests and diseases now  

prevalent in the UK this has not been allowed for some years.  

Themed guided walks have been going ahead since late winter, led either by garden staff or   

volunteer guides but hopefully the garden guides will soon be able to provide the regular series 

of walks or tours on the garden buggy through the week as was the case before Covid. 

In addition to the revival of the Friends’ programme, various summer events will take place which 

members and other visitors will enjoy.  They will include ‘Year of Scotland’ stories, where thanks 

to modern technology, different personalities can be heard voicing various relevant stories in   

certain spaces in the Garden. There will also be an evening event, ‘Voices of Argyll’, with a choir 

and a dance group performing at various locations in the Garden. 
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Rhododendrons at Benmore 

 

The back drop to all these events and the most important thing at the heart of these activities is 

Benmore Garden itself. The show of rhododendrons this year has been spectacular with less frost 

damage than in many years. Among many early species to bloom are Rhododendron ciliatum 

and Rhododendron barbatum.  Some species can usually be found in flower by the end of      

February and usually the last rhododendron to bloom in August is Rhododendron auriculatum 

and its hybrid ‘Polar Bear’. Generally, only a few historic hybrids are in the Benmore collection 

and the species are all from wild collected seed. They form an important resource for study and 

conservation. Benmore holds about 300 Rhododendron species of which there are around 3,000 

individual plants. 

Covid may have paused our members’ activities but it certainly did not stop the work done by 

the horticultural staff at Benmore! The Garden has many new plantings deriving from different 

expeditions undertaken by RBGE staff in collaboration with others. There are going to be many 

exciting years ahead as the maturation of these new plantings is observed. Very recent plantings 

include 10 Cryptomeria japonica, planted as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy.   Also, a group of 

Serbian spruce (Picea morica) are have been planted on the Benmore Hill, 30 or 40 monkey    

puzzles into the Chilean area, and Ginkgo and Russian birch (Betula dahurica) behind Benmore 

House. Benmore has the advantage of space (49 hectares) to accommodate large numbers of an 

individual species without overcrowding.  This leads to the very    

naturalistic appearance which is one of the joys of this Garden. 

These wild collected specimens are a valuable resource for study and 

also important in terms of ex situ conservation collection. The threat 

of pest and diseases is a big concern and Benmore is at present 

monitoring an outbreak of Phytophthera ramorum and Phytophthera 

kernoviae. Infected specimens must be destroyed and the Garden is 

inspected regularly by SASA (Science and Advice for Scottish Agricul-

ture) until they are deemed to be clear. Meanwhile there must be no 

movement of new plants into the Garden or any plants taken out of 

the Garden.    

Marion Kinns 

Benmore Botanic Garden 

 

Photo: Rhododendron barbatum –Sybil Gray 
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University of Leicester Botanic Garden  

 

 

Indian Dancing in The Garden 

Hundreds of visitors greatly enjoyed the 
colourful two-hour display organised by 
the Friends in May.  On the lawn in per-
fect weather, the various styles of dancing 
contributed to the university centenary 
celebrations, and strengthened the com-
munity engagement with the garden.  The 
Friends refreshments food items all sold 
out just before the event end – per-
fect!  There is no doubt that we should 
run another dancing event to boost com-
munity engagement, membership and 
profits! 

 

 

 

 

 

Leicester Friends tour of Tamar valley     
gardens 

39 of us visited 8 gardens, 9-12 June in perfect 
weather, based at The Bedford Hotel 
Tavistock.  Worthy of note, and not visited   
before by many of us were Lukesland, The  
Garden House and Burrow Farm Gardens. 

 

 

 

 

Leicester Botanic Garden forthcoming events 

We shall run a Plant Exchange on 19 June. 

 

Our major fund-raising Plant Sale & Family Day will be on 26 June.  We expect that more than a 
thousand visitors will come with their children to enjoy free entertainments, lots of art and craft 
stalls, music, and to purchase plants from more than a dozen specialist nurseries.  

 

Gay Dent 

 

(Apologies from the Editor for the delay in producing the newsletter—hope these events were 
successful—plenty of people, plants and purchases—look forward to hearing about them in the 
next newsletter!) 
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Friends of Cruickshank Botanic Garden 

 

Legacies - A Double-Edged Sword? 

  

Recently, the Friends of the Cruickshank Botanic Garden were unexpectedly left a large sum of 
money in the will of a life member. Our 2021 accounts have just been filed with OSCR, so it is a 
matter of public record that our reserves have swelled from circa £50K to £350K. What next? Our 
constitution prioritises horticultural education and training. The Garden, having been starved of 
funds for many years, is a shadow of its former self. The University no longer teaches botany, so 
the garden now concentrates on supporting PhD students, outreach work with schools etc and 
community engagement. The Curator has longed for a outside covered space within the garden 
for many years. The Friends have agreed to devote half of our legacy to such a project. Now it 
gets complicated. Land ownership within the garden is part Cruickshank Trust and part          
University, who pay day to day garden running costs in return 
for the use of a building within the grounds owned by the 
Trust. What would an outside covered space look like? How 
big would it be? Where within the garden would it be? How 
multi-use would it be? Who would pay for its upkeep? Who 
would control access? Who would provide the additional 
funding obviously needed beyond the Friends' donation?   
Already we have a lot of stakeholders vying for attention. The 
Garden is in Old Aberdeen, with several local residents’ and 
historical societies for whom development of any sort is    
controversial. Their reputation precedes them. As the title of 
this article suggests, if you want a quiet life, don’t get left a load of money.  

Julie Young 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary 

Friends of Belfast Botanic Gardens 

 

The Friends of Belfast Botanic Gardens (FoBBG) are pleased to be involved as a stakeholder in a 

project to develop the lower Botanic Gardens area, a grassed area also known as the playing 

fields, which lies at the southern end of the Botanic Gardens site. 

An application by Belfast City Council (BCC) for funding from the EU Horizon 2020 Fund to       

redevelop the area under a project called UPSURGE was successful in August 2021. The UPSURGE 

project focuses on nature based solutions (e.g. urban forests, rewilding, ponds, nature reserves) in 

EU cities, local food production opportunities and educational programmes for schools,        

community, staff and university students, with the aim of sharing learning and good practice.  

The application by BCC mentioned that its proposed project, on the lower Botanic Gardens site, 

was likely to support the ambitions of FoBBG in developing this location. The Friends group had 

proposed using it as an area for horticultural education and training, especially with regards to 

plant trials and RHS practical qualifications, and for community engagement / outreach projects. 

The UPSURGE project is coordinated by the University of Maribor in Slovenia which has already 

developed nature based solutions to assess whether they can be implemented successfully in 

other cities. The other partner cities with Belfast are Maribor, Breda, Katowice and Budapest.  

The project runs until August 2025 and is currently at the co-design stage with two workshops 
completed with stakeholders to explore nature based solutions and ideas for the site. 

 
A Walsh, Friends of Belfast Botanic Gardens 
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University of Bristol Botanic Garden 

  

It was such a pleasure to meet some of my fellow Forum members in person at Birmingham in 

May and to enjoy a tour of the lovely gardens with Head Gardener Wayne. Thank you Caroline for 

inviting us and making us so welcome. 

In Bristol life has become much more normal with the lifting of restrictions. We had over 3,200 

visitors to a very successful Sculpture Festival at Easter – not quite the record breaking 5,000 of 

some previous years but after cancelling the previous 2 years it was so good to see the Garden 

full of people enjoying themselves, helped by the good weather. The membership of the Friends 

has continued to increase and we are nearly back to pre-pandemic levels. This is also due to the 

increase in cost of entry to the Garden so our membership charge means people only have to   

visit a few times to benefit. At our AGM in March it was agreed that we would increase the    

membership charge from 1 January 2023 but it will still be very good value.  

Visitor number continue to increase and, with an initial trial, DAISY days have been introduced for 

those who may not be able to afford what, to them, is deemed the luxury of a garden visit. Every 

Wednesday adult visitors can ‘Donate As It Suits You’ so they can choose how much they pay on 

entry. This has proved very successful with donations from £1 to the actual charge of £9; some 

even give more!  At our last Forum meeting in Birmingham a number of other Friends expressed 

interest in this idea and Bristol is happy for others to use this initiative in their gardens.   

The Friends are holding their annual fundraising jazz concert again on 23 July. A local jazz band, 

the Blue Notes, which has been playing together for some 50 years with very little change in   

personnel, has been coming to the Garden for over 20 years. Last year was the first time they had 

played together for some 18 months and their singer, Hannah Wedlock, needed to remind herself 

of some of the words. (For those of you old enough to remember, her late father was the singer 

Fred Wedlock, who had a hit with The Oldest Swinger in Town in 1981). This is our main fundraiser 

with a bar and picnic whilst listening to the music and although outdoors and so somewhat 

weather dependant is always enjoyed by everyone. This year we have an additional attraction of a 

local ukulele band South Bristol Ukes, of which our treasurer is a member, and they will be     

playing as people arrive to set up their chairs and rugs or take a tour with the Curator, Nick Wray. 

Over the weekend of the August bank holiday (27 and 

28 August) the Garden will host the annual Bee and  

Pollination Festival, incorporating the Bristol Beekeepers 

Honey Festival, another event which before the         

pandemic became a regular attraction. There will be a 

weekend of demonstrations, talks and exhibits from a 

variety of exhibitors. The beekeepers will give live hive       

demonstrations, candle-making, honey sales and the 

presentation of prizes will include the coveted Silver 

Queen Trophy; researchers from the University of Bristol School of Biological  Sciences who are 

often featured on TV will show some of their latest findings on pollination; there will be cider 

makers and  local wildlife groups as well as artists, such as a willow weaver and skep maker, and 

bee-friendly plants for sale. Photograph attached is of a past Festival to give you a flavour of the 

event.  
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We are planning a full programme of lectures for the autumn / winter but at the moment it 

seems unlikely that we will be able to go back to face-to-face. We are restricted by the venues 

available and at  present are not sure if we will be able to use the University theatre as before 

and we may have to continue with Zoom. Some of our members will be happy with this as they 

either live too far away or do not like going into Bristol at night. 

Finally can I say what a pleasure it was to welcome a group from the Friends of Leicester Botanic 

Garden to Bristol. I do hope they enjoyed the visit and also the many other gardens in Devon 

they had planned. It was good to meet up with Mary Campbell having only ever met on Zoom 

and also Gay Dent who I have not see since our meeting in Durham nearly 3 years ago. 

Pat Davie 

Photos: Rosie Leary 

 

Sheffield Botanical Gardens 

 

This feels like an exciting time for us. After the sad death of Jill Thompson we have been without 
a full Chair until recently, but a member, Carolyn Clark, has now agreed to undertake the task 
and should be officially confirmed in the role by the end of June.  

Our Education and Engagement Officer, Laura Alston, has been very quick to start a whole range 
of initiatives to further the objectives of our National Lottery Heritage Fund project. We have    
already had visits from schools in West Yorkshire, as well as more local groups, including      
members of our Somali community.  At a practical level, a group from a local college which      
educates young people with learning difficulties will be clearing and planting a plot as part of a 
tailored programme. Excitingly, we are preparing to deliver RHS qualifications next year.  

Many specialist areas of the Gardens are dependent on teams of volunteers (mostly, but not     
exclusively FOBS, members.) Trish and I have the amazing privilege of being allowed to            
develop areas of the garden with new plantings such as our now established South African bed 
and the newer North  American area, though long term 
we will need to recruit still more volunteers to maintain 
these. 

FOBS has recently been reaching out through a regular 
stall in Sheffield’s Pollen Market, a monthly market       
celebrating all things botanical located in the city’s ‘Grey 
to Green’ development, which uses innovative planting 
to provide flood mitigation and create a tranquil and     
beautiful route along the river Don. 

Our plant sales kept going throughout the pandemic 
and we continue to raise funds for the gardens by      
offering an exciting range of plants raised both from 
seed and by   division of plants in the gardens. We have 
also returned to live lectures, with the audience size now 
finally returning to pre-pandemic levels. We still aim to 
offer some talks by Zoom and these will remain archived 
for members to view on demand via our excellent     
website. 

Peter Kohn, Acting Chair,  

Friends of Botanical Gardens, Sheffield 

Photo: Glumicalyx flanaganii from the Drakensberg    
region growing in Sheffield Botanical Gardens South African bed—Sharon Watson, Friends of 
Sheffield Botanic Garden 
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Inverness Botanic Garden 

 

The GROW Project is aimed at assisting people with special needs through the medium of       
gardening to enable them to learn and develop in safe and secure surroundings. 

It began in a site outside the Botanic Gardens 
and was moved onto the same site over twenty 
years ago, as the Highland Council owns the 
land. Highlife Highland was set up as a         
charitable arm of the Council to run such sites 
as leisure, libraries, community centres, etc.    
under which we come and so Highlife Highland 
now manages the Botanic Gardens and GROW 
Project.  

The ethos of this project is to reduce, reuse and 
recycle materials  in the gardening process. The 
GROW makes its own compost with the help of 
bedding plants at the end of the season which 
are produced at the Inverness Botanic Gardens. 
This is used to then grow vegetables and fruit 
that is then put out for sale to the public, or given to local food banks and soup kitchens, which 
creates a complete circle for the group.  

Some of the trainees come for half a day, and others a full day, and are all undergoing The Royal 
Caledonian Horticultural Society’s (The Caley) Grow and Learn Awards which allows the trainees 
to work through a personal profile where they complete tasks throughout the gardening year to 
their own abilities. There are also personal goals which are documented as each person grows 
and each one gets a certificate at the end of their course, which can take as long as each person 
needs.  

There are around 20 trainees at the moment, with 2 part-time Horticultural Trainers, and are   
supported by a team of loyal volunteers who love working with the trainees. This project is NHS 
funded at the moment, but this funding is under threat of being cut so other forms of funding is 

being looked at.  

The GROW area includes a large area which 
is a more informal garden but still an        
important part of the Inverness Botanic   
Gardens. There is a sales area which includes 
sales from both the formal gardens and 
GROW. All the staff on site enjoy mixing 
with the GROW trainees and volunteers, and 
some of the volunteers work in both GROW 
and the formal gardens on separate days. 
The volunteers require a PVG to volunteer 
with the GROW trainees.  

The GROW project is always looking at ways 
of improving the environment to make the 
surroundings as user-friendly for the      
trainees and their various physical needs. 

Recently raised beds have been created to allow for easier planting and watering of tomatoes 
inside a polytunnel, as well as outdoors.  

 

Pamela Sutherland 

Photos: Rona Mcfarlane, Horticulture trainer, GROW. 
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Friends of Westonbirt Arboretum 

 

Its been a busy few months at Westonbirt.  At the organisation level we have recruited four new 
trustees to the Board and we say good bye to our Interim Chief Executive (Felicia Willow) who has 
done a magnificent job guiding us through a difficult period as we emerge from the pandemic.  A 
new Chief Executive will join us in August.  We have also strengthened our membership team. 

There has been some significant new            
infrastructure officially opened during the last 
two months.  Our new Quarantine House is 
ready to receive its first arrivals in autumn and 
is based on similar designs at RHS Wisley and 
Kew Gardens. This will significantly enhance 
our ability to bring new material into the      
arboretum.  

 

 

                                  

        

 

Forestry England have committed to reducing the amount of water they use and have 

installed a new rainwater filter system. Upon discovering an old water collection tank 

under the existing greenhouses, they have worked with a horticultural specialist to    

design and install a bespoke slow sand filter system for the Propagation Unit. 

 

 
 
 
After years of planning and taking six months to build we officially 
opened our new Community Shelter last month.  This structure, set deep 

in the woods and away from busy paths, was designed and built by the community groups who 
will now use it. The shelter will be a lasting home for the Westonbirt Community Programme.   
Creating a safe and practical environment to enjoy Westonbirt and the benefits of being amongst 
nature. For more information about the design and build of the Community shelter please visit: 
https://www.fowa.org.uk/community-shelter 
 
 

 

 

https://www.fowa.org.uk/community-shelter


 17 

 17 

Westonbirt Arboretum (cont) 

 

 

 

 

Our attention now moves to building a   

shelter for the hard-working coppicing 

team complete with accessible composting 

toilet.  All of these projects have been      

financed in part by the Friends 

 

 

 

Tree Care Forum  

This event over a long weekend was run in association with the Arboriculture Association and 

FE.  Activities included guest speakers, tree climbing for ‘kids’, demonstrations and ‘behind the 

scenes’ tours. 

Ash Die back programme 

FE is currently developing a Community Woodland re-planting programme to replace the     

thousands of Ash trees that had to be removed.  The Friends are supporting the fundraising  

efforts for this project. 

Pre Booking 

Compulsory pre booking for visitors stopped on 3
rd

 May but will be reintroduced at peak        

periods including Bank Holidays, the autumn period and over Christmas.  It ran successfully over 

the Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend. 

National Membership Scheme 

We have been working closely with FE as they plan to launch a national membership scheme.  
The Friends believed there was a real danger that this scheme could be of detriment of the 
charity, impacting on our own successful membership programme.  After intensive negotiations 
we have reach an agreement in principle and we are now working through the detail. 
 
And finally: 

If any members of the forum would like to visit Westonbirt, we are happy to meet you and     
provide a personal tour of our site.    Feel free to contact me, Martin Green, by email at 
greenteam2@talk21.com. We are also happy to accommodate group visits.   
 
 
Martin Green 
 
Photos: FOWA 
              Coppicing area: Shiona Mackie 
 
 

mailto:greenteam2@talk21.com
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WHATS’ ON 
 
Belfast Botanic Garden 
 
 
The MELA festival in Belfast Botanic Gardens takes place on Sunday 28

th
 August from 12:00 to 

18:00. The Friends Group will have a plant sale in front of the Victorian Palm House.  
 

National Botanic Garden of Wales 
 
 
Margot Greer, NBGW has forwarded this link to an event taking place at the NBGW at the end of 
July. 
For the Love of Nature 
https://botanicgarden.wales/visit/whats-on/event/for-the-love-of-nature/  
 

Westonbirt Arboretum 

https://www.forestryengland.uk/westonbirt/events. 

University of Dundee Botanic Garden 
 
A new events programme is being established around three themes: 
 
Garden sponsored events 

50th anniversary exhibition in Main Tower building – 11th April – 24th June 
Plant Power Day 
Opening of the Good Grief Memorial Garden 

The Artist Garden – a 12-hour sit-in in conjunction with the Cooper Gallery (see https://
www.dundee.ac.uk/cooper-gallery ) 

Outdoor summer theatre with Illyria (https://www.illyria.co.uk/ ) 

Festival of the future (https://www.dundee.ac.uk/festival-future ) 

 
Our new Green Gallery exhibition programme 
Location life drawing for DJCAD students and staff 
Trees meet the sea’ by Mandy Haggith – a traveling exhibition from Inverewe garden (https://
www.galleriesatinverewe.org/exhibitions/trees-meet-sea-mandy-haggith-and-fourteen-artists ) 

• Research Artist Residency One, with artists Desiree Coral, Anna Fink and curator Deniz 
Kirkali – a collaborative exhibition starts late summer 

• Research Artist Residency Two, with Hamer Dodds – a solo exhibition exploring the nexus 
between art and science as part of Hamer’s PhD based in the Botanic Garden 

• Artist Janice Aitkens – celebrating a year of fruit & vegetables 
 
Spontaneous events and activities 

Art from the start – therapeutic education in the garden with messy play and outdoor learn-
ing 

Art Angels – young adult workshops in the garden crossing art and horticulture 

https://botanicgarden.wales/visit/whats-on/event/for-the-love-of-nature/
https://www.forestryengland.uk/westonbirt/events
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cooper-gallery
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cooper-gallery
https://www.illyria.co.uk/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/festival-future
https://www.galleriesatinverewe.org/exhibitions/trees-meet-sea-mandy-haggith-and-fourteen-artists
https://www.galleriesatinverewe.org/exhibitions/trees-meet-sea-mandy-haggith-and-fourteen-artists

