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Dear Friends, 

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.  The second best time is now.   (Chinese proverb) 

Well, here at last the 4
th

 issue of the Friends of Botanic Gardens Forum. I have to first of all apologise for the delay 

in getting this out to you – but I suspect you are all doing as I have been doing these past few months – catching 

up with friends, family, holidays, your own gardens, considering future events – live or virtual over the forthcoming 

autumn/winter months and perhaps getting back to volunteering in the gardens/arboreta with whom you are     

associated.  Next up I want to thank you all for your contributions – I have found it so interesting reading about the 

gardens and the activities of your groups and volunteers.   The descriptions are tantalising and I look forward to 

visiting all of your spaces at some point in the not too distant future.  

You will note that a number of the gardens are celebrating significant anniversaries.  We have already heard about 

the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh - 350 last year, and this year, Oxford Botanic Garden – 400, but we also have 

Dundee Botanic Garden celebrating 50 years. The project which the Friends at Dundee have supported will be a 

great asset to the garden and the Dundee community.  It has been difficult to mark these occasions given the    

variable Covid restrictions.  Any of you who have visited Edinburgh in the past might have seen the Floral Clock in 

Princes Street Gardens – last year, the RBGE was due to feature on the clock, but a decision was made to focus on 

the NHS in recognition of its extraordinary work during the Pandemic.  This year, the RBGE is featured on the clock 

face!   

In May, members of the FBGF participated in a webinar, hosted by Plant Network.  This webinar is still available on 

the Plant Network website – so if any of you missed the event, you can catch up with presentations from Glasgow, 

Treborth, Bristol and Westonbirt.  It was evident that there are so many ways of supporting our botanic gardens 

and arboreta – all of which are driven by the enthusiasm and commitment of Friends’ Committees or Membership 

Offices. 

With COP26 looming, and the long periods of heat we have been experiencing this year, not to mention the      

extreme weather events throughout the world, we are all focussing increasingly on the climate crisis.  Sheffield    

Botanic Garden has brought together some expert speakers to talk on Climate Change—Loss of Biodiversity. I hope 

some of you will have been able to sign up to the conference on line.  And if not, you might well be considering 

featuring talks on the implications of climate change on our botanic gardens/arboreta. This is where a Speakers’ 

Register will be useful, and I hope that this will be set up via the website in the autumn.  

Finally, we had hoped to hold a live meeting this year - and Westonbirt kindly offered to host us.  However, a poll 

of our members is suggesting that the majority at the moment would prefer to defer a live meeting until next year. 

So our autumn meeting will now take place via Zoom – at a date to be agreed.  In the meantime, do let me know 

your autumn/winter events so we can advertise them on the website.  

Until the next time – stay well.   

Best wishes 

Shiona Mackie 

Frontpage photo: Redwood Avenue, Benmore Botanic Garden. RBGE 

Floral Clock: RBGE 
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National Botanic Garden of Wales 

 

The story of the Stitching Botanical Group at NBGW 
 

In December 2013, the National Botanic Garden of Wales (NBGW) received for display ‘Patchwork Meadow”, an 
exhibition, crowd sourced by Plantlife, to celebrate Britain’s wild plants. While hanging the stunning exhibition,    
volunteers suggested that we invite local sewing groups and Embroiderers’ Guilds to come and stitch in the gallery, 
a proposal welcomed by Dr Rosie Plummer, Director of the Garden. Visitors were given the chance to create a 6 
inch tile depicting one of the county flowers of Wales. Margot Greer from the Library team provided reference   
images, while Marilyn Caruana welcomed visitors and assisted with materials donated by Garden volunteers. Dr 
Natasha de Vere, Head of Science at NBGW, had recently completed the DNA barcoding of all the native plants of 
Wales, so all the most recent information was available. Such was the interest that we had the exhibition extended, 
and by the end over 100 textile artists were involved. An unexpected and creative journey had begun. 
 
The idea of making a permanent collection of textile works for NBGW, similar to Florilegia of botanical art, was 
formed, starting with Welsh county flowers, rare Welsh plants, then medicinal plants. Plant Pharmacy Patchwork  
was created in time for the 2014 Medicines in May event. Fungi in Fibre was the next collection, to celebrate Wales 
Fungus Day and to complement “From Another Kingdom”, the permanent exhibit about fungi recently installed in 
the Garden. Giant fungi as signage for the fungus forays were created by felting donated jumpers: this group 
knows all about recycling! 
 
Next was South Africa in Bloom, commissioned by the curator Simon Goodenough, to celebrate the Garden’s South 
African collection in the Great Glasshouse. Engineering skills were required to cover a huge Heras panel with     
wadding and hand dyed fabric; 3D wired blooms, and insects found in the Fynbos region were stitched into       
position with long mattress needles, needing a stitcher on either side of the panel 
working together. Due to the damage by sunlight, dampness and birds, it had a 
short life span, but much was salvaged for two small panels for our coffee shop. The 
large Heras panel was then recycled to become Land Through Time, a stunning    
textile map of the historic landscape of woodland, lakes and fields being restored at 
the Garden. 
 
Over the 7 years, the Stitching Botanical Group have worked with most departments 
of NBGW, recently with Science to illustrate their honeybee foraging research based 
on DNA barcoding of pollen and honey samples. This collaboration was very       
successful, resulting in the production of a superb hexagonal patchwork of          
embroidered flowering plants, all identified by the research data as the key local 
pollen sources. This work has been exhibited throughout the UK at science         
conferences to illustrate Dr Laura Jones’s lectures, and at horticultural shows and 
beekeepers’ conventions. 
 
Education have frequently commissioned work ranging from Giant Pond Creatures 
to aid pond dipping activities, to ‘wee small beasties’ for Christmas shows, and 
markers for The Lost Words trail inspired by the work of Robert Macfarlane and   
Jackie Morris. In 2017, the group created over 70 textile images of pollinators for an 
exhibition “From Borneo to your own Backyard”, to promote our Plas Pilipala, the tropical 
butterfly house. Catering and Corporate wanted to enhance the eating area, and that  
resulted in 9 habitat panels, one for each of the Welsh habitats showing pollinators and the interdependence of 
species. 
 

For another science project, working with our beekeeper, Lynda 
Christie, the Group created a huge panel Brood Frame Backdrop 
showing all the details of a good honeybee brood frame.  This is 
used to teach about the lives of Apis melifera. Members had to 
study pollen grains and bee parts under a microscope, to look at 
larva and eggs, and to stitch for hours to make it as accurate as 
possible. 
 
 
 
 

 

Larger than Life exhibit 

Brood Frame Backdrop exhibit 
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Numbers in the group vary due to personal circumstances and the 
projects in progress. The group’s anniversary is celebrated       
annually by wonderful cakes, with either botanical or mycological 
themes.    All are volunteers generously giving time and materials. 
During the Covid lockdown, they have remained in contact,      
initially making masks for NHS staff, then working on two new 
projects. The first, now on display, is Middleton Folk, showing  
people from Regency times to the present who have been       
associated with the historic estate and NBGW. The second, on 
Lichens, will show them in stunning detail, advised by a member 
of the British Lichen Society, whose library is held at the Garden. 

The group is keen to encourage other botanic gardens to consider a similar venture; they are sure to find the 

skills and enthusiasm in their own areas, and it provides another way to learn about and to display plants, 

and other kingdoms, to our visitors and friends.  

Contact for further information: Margot Greer, NBGW representative on the FBGF 

Article written by Marilyn Caruana, Co-ordinator of the Stitching Botanical Group 

Photos: Marilyn Caruana 

Giant Pond Life exhibit 

UPDATE FROM FRIENDS OF BELFAST BOTANIC GARDENS – JUNE 2021 

 

The Friends of Belfast Botanic Gardens continue to meet by Zoom on a monthly basis and we held our 2020/21 

AGM on 3
rd

 June.   

We are in the process of changing the design and layout of our website (www.fobbg.co.uk) and have held tentative 

discussions with a local company about getting help with this.  

We are still awaiting a meeting with Belfast City Council to resume our ‘Gardens Focus Group’. This is a collabora-

tive group that has representation from council officers, the gardeners and five members of the Friends group. The 

group discusses changes and proposed developments in the gardens.  

Work continues with planting and maintenance in the Global Me-

dicinal Garden by a very limited number of Friends volunteers ad-

hering to current guidance on numbers, social distancing and other 

recommended precautions. Very favourable comments about this 

garden have been received from passers-by and it is hoped that 

this enclosed area will eventually open to the public on designated 

days, for educational talks and demonstrations, when Covid-19 

regulations allow.  

Two members have recommenced the production and sale of ce-

ramic brooches using fern material from the Botanic Gardens. A 

sample brooch and accompanying card are shown here. All profits 

from the sale of the brooches will be invested in Belfast Botanic 

Gardens. 

Adrian Walsh 

Chair 

Photo: Adrian Walsh 

http://www.fobbg.co.uk
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Cruickshank Botanic Garden,  

University of Aberdeen. 

Summer in the Cruickshank Botanic Garden 

 

The tall spires of foxgloves greet you as you approach the 

Cruickshank building.  They are dotted amongst the 

shrubs, standing like exclamation marks, providing much 

nectar for the bees. On closer inspection, there are the 

graceful bonnets of aquilegias in lovely pastel shades. 

Upon turning north to head towards the Rose Garden, 

there is a beautiful Viburnum plicatum ‘Mariesii’ in full 

flower, its white flat panicles accentuating the fascinating 

layered  habit of growth.  Further back is a splendid pale 

pink    flowered Deutzia x hybrida ‘Mont Rose’ looking very    

handsome against a backdrop of deep green foliage. 

There are several clumps of Libertia grandiflora. They are 

rather curious plants from New Zealand that for most of the year look like tufts of grass with very strong leaves 

about eighteen inches tall; but in summer they produce like magic, wonderful white flowers at the very tips of their 

leaves.  The flowers resemble tiny trilliums with their petals in groups of three. Like many New Zealand plants, they 

seem to take to Scotland quite well. 

The main herbaceous border is looking lush and verdant.  Hopefully by the time the next heatwave arrives to tempt 

us to wander or picnic in the Cruickshank, it will be in flower.  At present there are hundreds of flower buds at the 

ready, but only the odd splash of deep crimson from the thistle flowers of Cirsium rivulare ‘Atropurpureum’. 

Against the wall to the north of the herbaceous border you will find all sorts of ‘goodies’ to add to your wish list. 

Abutilon vitifolium has grown to about eight feet and is covered with bluish-mauve flowers and from the ground it 

becomes clear that the main display has been missed, as there is a good carpet of spent blooms. 

Further along the wall are the racemes of Wisteria sinensis, just going over but still dazzling with their sheer size.  

Just beside it is a wonderful shrub, Ribes speciosum, the fuchsia-flowered gooseberry. It originates from California 

and its common name describe it exactly.  The inch-long deep-red trumpet flowers densely hang from branches 

covered with glossy green leaves.  Here in the Cruickshank it is being trained against the wall. 

Overlooking the Ribes is a fine specimen of Colutea x media ‘Copper Beauty’ covered with pea-like flowers of cop-

pery-yellow.  It is an attractive small tree, however, it has an unfortunate common name, the small bladder senna, 

but let us forget about that and admire its flowers. 

I hope this inspires you to visit the garden; it may not be at its tidiest as Covid-19 has left the team without its     

volunteers (lots of offers of help have been gladly received!) so we will praise them for all their hard work and hope 

you enjoy the garden when you visit! 

 

Edna Rhodes 

Friends of Cruickshank Botanic Garden Committee 

Photo: Hidden Gardens 
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Friends of the University of Leicester Botanic Garden 

Tour of Lakeland Botanic Gardens 7 to 10 June 2021 

Based at Newby Bridge, forty four Leicester Friends toured seven gardens, two plant nurseries and a     

nature reserve.  Covid rules compelled the use of two large coaches to give us the seat spacing required.  

The weather was near-ideal, and gardens visited were Gresgarth Hall, Rydal Mount, Brockhole gardens, 

Holehird, Brantwood, Yewbarrow House and RHS Bridgewater.  Cath’s Garden Plants and Abi & Tom’s 

Halecat Nursery took a lot of our money, and Brockholes Nature Reserve on the river Ribble served as a 

staging post between Leicester and Newby Bridge.  The newly-created RHS Bridgewater was wonderful 

with its size, Paradise Garden, Chinese Stream Garden and visitor facilities and paths.  It will be amazing 

once matured. 

Gay Dent 

Friends of University of Leicester Botanic Garden 

 

Friends of University of Hull Thwaite Botanic Garden 

 
A bee’s guide to a balanced diet  
On Tuesday 16

th
 March 2021 the Friends held their first ever evening Zoom meeting.  Our talk was ‘A 

bee’s guide to a balanced diet’ given by Dr James Gilbert, lecturer in the Department of Biological 
and Marine Sciences, University of Hull and 18 people attended. 

We heard how 1/3 of our food depends on insect pollinators and that many of them are in decline 
due to pesticides, diseases, the loss of habitat and the homogenisation of landscapes.  James       
focussed on bees:  there are over 26 species of bumblebees and over 200 species of solitary bees in 
the UK with a great diversity of strategies and lifestyles.  Some bees have very specialised             
relationships with certain plant species e.g. the carpenter bee with harebells.    James also told us 
about ‘hungry gaps’ when there are not enough of the right flowers available – this will be different 
for different types of bees. 

So, what can we do to help the bees?  We can grow a diversity of plant species with different flower 
shapes to suit different bee species.  We can also encourage wildflowers in some corners of the   
gardens – e.g. dandelions, red deadnettle and hawksbeard.  Hawthorn and blackthorn are also good. 
Dandelions are particularly good at helping bees through the ‘hungry gaps’.  Bees forage for nectar 
for themselves and pollen for their offspring and while pollen from native plants is best for the    
development of the offspring, nectar from all species is a useful energy supply for the adults. 

For more information on helping our pollinator friends see: 
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bees-needs/five-simple-actions/ 

https://www.ceh.ac.uk/sites/default/files/bee-book-chart.pdf 

 And if you interested you can find James’ talk here: 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T_tw-Qcvi4bwIxoqjjHE3Wz7uiug4EeN7fZjPv0Powg/edit?
usp=sharing 

 

 

Thwaite Gardens still remain closed to members and the public, but volunteers are going in for two 
sessions a week to maintain the collections.  On Friday mornings we often have 15-20 volunteers 
attending.  We are in negotiation with the University re reopening and are hoping to hold our Open 
Day on Sunday 5th September (usually held in May) and our AGM on 12th October. 

 

Lyndsay Atkinson, 

Chair, University of Hull Thwaite Botanic Garden 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bumblebeeconservation.org%2fbees-needs%2ffive-simple-actions%2f&c=E,1,elMCfhCT81EOi-NHebzYPk94BQO2a0keTiwl3HGSWfZ0lYY2xEjSKnYnsewVq3PmVpJQ_pG2GTkNFURcLBjfEBMhKmsDTIY-lH6oAyEeZejoKO-GDQ2P&typo=1
https://www.ceh.ac.uk/sites/default/files/bee-book-chart.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T_tw-Qcvi4bwIxoqjjHE3Wz7uiug4EeN7fZjPv0Powg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T_tw-Qcvi4bwIxoqjjHE3Wz7uiug4EeN7fZjPv0Powg/edit?usp=sharing
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Friends of Bedgebury Pinetum and Arboretum 

Awe and tranquillity 

Not many people know that there is a ‘Cathedral’ at Bedgebury! In this case, not a stone and bricks construction 

but long, twin rows of Leyland cypress trees rising high above 

the ground. To enter the ‘Cathedral’ is to step into an out-of-

time experience where the light is dimmed, and the air is heavy 

with the rich woody, citrusy, scent of the trees.  No wonder then 

that awe and tranquillity are probably two of the most common 

emotions evoked and expressed whenever someone visits the 

‘Cathedral’ at Bedgebury. Originally built as a windbreak to  

shelter the young trees of the Pinetum, the Cathedral is now a 

spectacular reminder of why you should consider carefully 

whether Leylandii is the right tree for your tiny garden, as its 

reputation for strong and rapid growth to amazing heights is 

spectacularly displayed here! 

Incredibly, this tree originated accidentally. It is a cross between 

two unlikely-looking, but genetically similar cypress species, the 

Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) and the nootka     

cypress (Cupressus nootkatensis). In the wild, such a hybrid is 

unlikely because their natural ranges are about 400 miles apart. 

However, in 1888, the hybrid occurred when the  female cones 

of a nootka cypress were fertilised by pollen from the nearby 

Monterey cypress at Leighton Hall, Powys. As they say, the rest 

is history!   

The next time you are at Bedgebury, why not get off the beaten 

track to walk through the ‘Cathedral’; you too can marvel at the 

amazing light and feel the sense of forest immersion created by 

these beautiful giant trees.   

Mina 

The Friends of Bedgebury Pinetum 

Sheffield Botanic Gardens 

Congratulations to Sheffield Botanic Garden! 

Sheffield Botanic Garden have been awarded a National Heritage Lottery Fund Education Grant. The appli-
cation was made in collaboration by Sheffield City Council, the Sheffield Botanic Garden Trust and the 
Friends of Sheffield Botanic Garden. The grant (£143,900) will fund for two years a full-time education     
co-ordinator who will set up training and learning programmes to be delivered at the Dorothy Fox       
Education Centre. The post will be advertised in early September. 

More information can be found on this link: 

https://app.thestar.co.uk/full_page_image/page-6-1059/content.html 

 

https://app.thestar.co.uk/full_page_image/page-6-1059/content.html
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Friends of Dundee Botanic Garden 

Viewpoint project - Dundee Botanic Garden 

 
In 2016, the Friends of Dundee Botanic Garden (hereafter ‘the Friends’) put forward a proposal for an area in the 
Garden to be set aside for a viewpoint and associated building looking out from the Garden over the River Tay. The 
project described here now provides for a suitable point along the southerly path for visitors to rest and dwell 
within the body of the Garden and, importantly, promotes the Garden’s natural surroundings (Figure 1). In these 
times of COVID, a place to rest, unburden the mind      
and occupy children is valuable. The project will benefit all visitors and adds to previous work to improve the paths 
around the Garden and enable greater access for all visitors, including disabled visitors and young families. The 
introduction of this facility will be part of the 50

th
 anniversary celebrations of the Garden and will receive significant 

publicity. 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Viewpoint location within the Garden. Courtesy University of Dundee – from New Summer House 
building warrant. 
 
The greater portion of the project includes a building (of wooden construction), a patio area and surrounding 
plantings, the costs of which (~£50k) will be met by the Friends, the Garden Endowment Trust, and in-kind contri-
butions for the University of Dundee. Additional requirements have been identified by the Friends to enhance the 
facility for visitors and the local community and forms a second phase, which is now funded - mostly through 
Awards for All Scotland (The National Lottery), and we gratefully acknowledge their contribution. For example, as 
well as a green roof, a spotting scope will offer easy investigation of the Fife coast (Figure 2): farmland, forestry, 
abandoned shell fishers’ houses, sand dunes, river bird life, wind farms, sail boats from the local yacht clubs, the 
Tay rail bridge, and substantial reedbeds on the north shore. We want local communities that use the Garden to 

see this facility as theirs to take advantage of. 
 

 
 
The river Tay and north coast of Fife looking southwest from the viewpoint.  
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The viewpoint sits in an area of the Garden collections which showcase American plant communities. The planting 
for the project consists mostly of very tall Asteraceae which over time have come to dominate. While providing an 
attractive display in late summer it is an analogue rather than accurate representation of tall prairie plant communi-
ty. The idea is that this planting will envelope the final viewing structure and together with its green roof, help it 
blend into the landscape. Information about the plantings, the green roof and the structure will be interpreted on 
site. Similar interpretation will be provided for the vista out over the River Tay.  
 
Considerable time and effort were expended over the last year to obtain the necessary planning permission (non-
domestic general use public assembly building) and warrants, and ground works have now begun, with the project 
scheduled for completion in late September 2021 (Figure 3). 
 

Initial ground works, July 2021.  

Mark. M. McGilchrist 

Chair. Friends of University of Dundee Botanic Garden 

 Figure 1: University of Dundee – from New Summer House building warrant. 
 
Photos: Mark McGilchrist 

Inverness Botanic Garden 

 

Inverness Botanic Gardens are buzzing with the sound of 
visitors as well as insects which is so good to see at last and 
we receive regular praise and positive comments from   
locals and tourists alike. A revamp of our herbaceous      
border is proving a great success and is a riot of colour and 
a hive of activity. It has been so good to open up the 
GROW    Project again and welcome back some of the 
trainees where they have been growing produce to send to 
a local charity which provides meals for the homeless, and 
the gardens there are a wonderful mix of wildflowers and 
meadows and insects and people! 

Our Tropical House has managed to open recently during 
the hot spells where we keep windows and doors open, 
though we have had to add on a mid-day damp down as 
the humidity levels are lower than needed, but the       
feedback from the public makes the extra work worth it. 
Work is continuing in various areas to keep our collection up to the high standards we attain to, and plans are    
underway to host a National Collection in the near future, which will be another feather in our bonnet.  

Come along and visit us soon! 

Pamela Sutherland 

Horticulturist Inverness Botanic Garden. 

Photo: Pamela Sutherland 
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Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 

Benmore Friends’ Committee 

Benmore is one of the three regional gardens, which, together with the main garden in Edinburgh make up the 

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE). Benmore became the first regional garden in 1929 when H G Younger’s 

gift of his estates in Argyll to the nation was completed. While the Forestry Commission were to manage a large 

portion of this land, RBGE was to be responsible for the garden and the arboretum extending over 90 acres. RBGE 

took full ownership of the Garden in 1974. 

Before the Younger family, there were some notable owners. Piers Patrick, an American, owned the land briefly 

from 1861 until 1870 but left the legacy of the iconic Redwood Avenue. James Duncan took over from 1870 until 

he sold to H J Younger in 1889. As well as planting six and a half million conifers across his estates, he brought 

the Golden Gates, a heated Fernery half way up a cliff face and a vast art gallery to Benmore. The latter extended 

from Benmore House which he had already developed from the tower of Patrick’s days. 

Plantings changed in the years of ownership by the Younger family with the introduction of rhododendrons and 

other exotic trees and shrubs being brought into the UK by plant collectors. The climate of Benmore with rainfall 

which gives temperate rain forest conditions made Benmore particularly suited for such introductions. This      

suitability did not escape the notice of Sir Isaac Bayley Balfour, the Regius Keeper of RBGE in the early years of 

the twentieth century. He was searching for a site to which he could send collections of interesting plants which 

were being grown from seed sent to Edinburgh from the Himalayas by collectors such as George Forrest. The 

Edinburgh garden was much too dry to grow many of these plants well and the necessary space was not       

available. 

Ninety years later Benmore is a magnificent 120 acre garden with some of the original conifers still standing and 

also many of the original rhododendrons. New collections are being added as RBGE scientists and                   

horticulturalists undertake expeditions in     

collaboration with other countries.  There is a 

Chilean hillside, a Bhutanese Glade, a           

Tasmanian Ridge and a Japanese Valley where 

wild seed collected plants from these areas can 

be seen by visitors and studied by scientists.  

A Friends’ Group has been in existence in      

support of Benmore Botanic Garden since 

1998. In 2001 this was absorbed into the larger 

‘Friends of RBGE’ group to which all members 

of RBGE belong. There are still distinct       

committees and groups at Edinburgh, Dawyck 

and Benmore as the gardens are far apart in 

Scotland. In pre-Covid days, the Benmore   

committee organised lectures in the Gallery, 

particularly through winter months, a       

Christmas event for members, Jazz evenings, outings to other gardens, plants sales and in some years a larger 

‘Open Day’. Some members are voluntary garden guides and others are active in a Phenology project which has 

been ongoing for over ten years. 

When Covid meant that these activities could no longer happen the committee was keen to maintain contact 

with the membership close to Benmore.  A decision was taken to introduce our own local newsletter. From       

November 2020 to June 2021, five editions of this were created with the help of members and garden staff.     

Updates on garden work were provided by the Curator, Peter Baxter. Committee members with long memories 

contributed some historical memories and photos of our group activities over the years. It seems to have been 

enjoyed and we plan to run this again during the normal winter closure of the garden.  

We hope very much that some or all of our activities can soon resume.  We were able to hold our annual plant 

sales in 2020 and this year.  The monies raised will be put towards a project to secure the future of the Redwood 

Avenue at Benmore.  This will be the subject of an article in the next issue of the FBGF newsletter!   

Marion Kinns 

Benmore Friends Committee 

Photo: Benmore Fernery, RBGE 
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The Friends of Westonbirt Arboretum. (FOWA) 

Firstly, we would like to say how excited we are to have been invited to join FBGF.  Having just attended our first 

meeting, it is evident that the forum will be a great source of ideas and energy.  We look forward to playing our part. 

For those who are not familiar with Westonbirt, below is a brief introduction.   

The arboretum has been owned and managed by Forestry England (FE) since 1956 when it passed from the Morley 

family in lieu of death duties.  The arboretum was founded in the 1840’s by Robert Holford and was designed as a 

pleasure garden.  It was laid out following the principles of the ‘picturesque’ style, with many rides, vistas and glades, 

enhanced by the many species of exotic trees that exhibit a wide variety of texture, shape and colour.  As a result, 

Westonbirt has been designated a 

Grade 1 listed landscape by Historic 

England. 

The site is 246ha (625 acres) of which 

105ha is arboretum, 35ha is limestone 

grassland and 93ha is semi natural an-

cient woodland.  Within the ancient 

woodland, we are currently restoring 

20ha of ancient hazel coppice.  With 

the help of the friends, FE has recently 

purchased an additional 13ha which is 

the first extension of the arboretum for 

200 years. 

Some boring stats: 

1835 species  

113 species regarded as critically 

endangered 

136 champion trees 

5 national collections.  (Maples, Japanese Maple cultivars, Lime, Bladdernut and Walnut) 

In addition, the site attracts well over 500,000 visits per year.  

Last year, together with FE, we launched our 10 year vision entitled ‘our place in a changing world’.  We aim ‘to be a 

world leader in trees; inspiring people through education, participation and conservation’.  We are currently working 

our way through a ‘master planning’ process in which we will identify the key projects required to fulfil that ambi-

tion. 

FOWA is a charity limited by guarantee.  With a membership that now exceeds 37000, we are able to support the 

arboretum in many ways.  In recent years, this includes fundraising for major projects such as the tree top walkway 

(over 300mts in length), a new welcome building and new facilities for the tree team and their equipment.  We are 

currently funding the installation of a new Quarantine House and have just started work on a new community shel-

ter.  We also sponsor an apprentice arborist, a project manager and continue to fund other work around our conser-

vation, education and participation objectives 

We are looking forward to exchanging ideas and expertise with the other Friends organisations  

Martin Green 

Friends of Westonbirt Arboretum 

Photo: Alan Connor. Volunteer. Westonbirt Arboretum 
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For Your Diary  

Botanic Garden Friends Events  

University of Leicester Botanic Garden 

Annual Plant Sale & Family Day 

On 12 September 2021,  we plan our Plant Sale & Family Day, our best fundraising day of the year when we ex-

pect around 1,800 garden adult visitors to come for specialist plants (usually 14 nurseries attend), free children's 

and family activities, music, entertainments, art and craft stalls and demonstrations, ecology and wildlife groups 

and other activities.  We normally use an extra 50 volunteers just to serve refreshments. 

Sheffield Botanic Garden 

 

Climate change, Loss of Biodiversity - our responses through Urban Planting August 4th, 1:30-5:45 

We are hosting a mini-symposium, chaired by Dr Ken Thompson, with 4 world-class speakers. Prof James Hitch-
mough, Fergus Garrett, Prof Cassian Schmidt, Dr Hendrik Sjoman. 

More details on our website fobssheffield.co.uk 

Tickets available through Eventbrite  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-change-loss-of-biodiversity-our-
responses-through-urban-planting-tickets-160185564335  

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 

Tues 14 Sept, 10.15am Coffee morning and talk: Hedges and their urban environmental benefits  

Thur 16 Sept, 7pm Evening talk: Gesneriaceae at RBGE – recent projects and current research  

Tues 12 Oct, 10.15am Coffee morning and talk discussing the RBGE book, Rhododendron Dissected  

Tues 9 Nov, 10.15am Coffee morning and talk on Horatio’s Garden, Glasgow  

More information can be found on the RBGE website. 

Please send information about forthcoming events to Shiona Mackie at  email@shionamackie.com for inclu-
sion in the next newsletter.  Events can also be advertised on the FBGF website.  

Useful websites: 

Plant Network: www.PlantNetwork.org 

BGCI: www. bgci.org 

BGCI seeking applications for funding through their botanic garden fund grant. 

https://www.bgci.org/news-events/bgcis-global-botanic-garden-fund-open-for-applications/ 

The Gardens Trust: www.thegardenstrust.org 

SGLH (Scottish Gardens and Landscape Heritage): www.sglh.org 

Plant Heritage: www.plantheritage.org.uk 

IUCN: www.iucnredlist.org 

Backpage: Photo: Alan Connor. Volunteer Westonbirt Arboretum 

https://gmail.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e439dff37977b2c9f91e13d2&id=247d63c153&e=df67da876b
https://gmail.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e439dff37977b2c9f91e13d2&id=247d63c153&e=df67da876b
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